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                  Borough of Ben Avon Heights 
Tuesday, March 10th, 2026 - Council Meeting Minutes 

A quorum is in attendance 

Present:  

Council Members: Berardi, Hudson, Lope, Morris, Neunder, Stiller 

Fire: Assistant Chief Kenny 

Police: Chief Hanny 

Mayor: Dismukes 

Solicitor: Ashley Puchalski 

Secretary: DiNuzzo 

Residents:  

 

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Mr. Stiller. 
 

2. Approval of the February 2026 Meeting Minutes: A motion was made by Mr. Lope to approve the February 2026 meeting 
minutes. Mrs. Neunder seconds the motion. Motion passed.  
 

3. Approval of the February 2026 Financials: A motion was made by Mr. Hudson to approve the February 2026 financials. Mr. 
Lope seconds the motion. Mr. Hudson had a question about the process of opening the greenspace account with 
Northwest, he wanted to confirm the $100.00 was not a fee, but merely funds to open the account. The Borough 
confirmed. Mr. Stiller noted the Borough is behind schedule on the collection of earned income tax; Mr. Stiller will continue 
to monitor this. He added that the O&M plan area seems reversed in the budget breakdown. He will continue to look at this 
during the year to ensure the accountant is plugging the correct invoices in the correct line item. He also questioned why 
there was an entry for leaf collection in the 2026 budget as there have been no collections this year. The greenspace 
committee explained there was a check that was cut in 2026 for a 2025 invoice. Mr. Stiller reminded the Council there is no 
carry over to the next year. Motion passed. 
 

4. Emergency Management: 
a. Fire Report: Mr. Dismukes questioned if there was discussion within the Fire Department over the current  CO2 

monitors on the market being accurate. Assistant Fire Chief Kenny noted the department recently had discussion 
over this; there is a new product on the market created by fire fighters www.truststeadfast.com it detects almost 
instantly. Currently, the ones on the market do not start to detect until the unit hits around 70. At this level, 
humans are already very disoriented. The department plans to test these out soon and hopefully have some for the 
public to review. He also added the Avalon Fire Department is aware their contract with the Borough ends at the 
end of 2026 and hopes to continue this partnership into the Borough's next contract. 

b. Police Report: below. Mr. Stiller noted the Council budgeted 2026 funds for additional police traffic patrol hours. He 
will reach out to Chief Hanny with more details and the schedule he would like put in place. 

 

5. Public Comment: none present. 
 

6. Infrastructure and Operations: 
a. Engineers Report: below. LSSE reported they reviewed CCTV work submitted by Shannopin Country Club and 15 

New Brighton as part of the documents the Borough requires for sales and refinances. Mr. Dismukes requested an 
update regarding the area of Clovelly Road that is past his home going down the hill. LSSE noted it’s a concrete slab 

http://www.truststeadfast.com/
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with a thin layer of asphalt on top. Avalon DPW patched this a few years ago, which was a temporary fix. Mr. Stiller 
added this area of Clovelly Road is on the roads list. Mr. Dismukes suggested again to have the contractor for the 
Canterbury sidewalk project fix this. Mr. Heyl reminded Council that is not in the agreement and could be extremely 
costly to add this line item now. 

b. Canterbury Sidewalk project update: LSSE reported they are aggressively working to get the contractor to push up 
their start day prior to May 1st, to avoid disruption during Shannopin’s busy time of year.  

c. Sewer Project: 
i. Phase II: Change Order: A motion was made by Mrs. Neunder to accept Change Order 1 for $52,458.20. Mr. 

Hudson seconds the motion. LSSE noted the original line items did not factor in these two large repairs. 
With these additional line items, the Borough still is within the budget. Motion passed. 

ii. Phase III: LSSE added they are finalizing the scope for this phase of the O&M plan. 
 

7. Service and Contracts: none. 
 

8. Green Spaces: 
a. Park Maintenance update: The greenspace committee asked Council if they thought a one-time spring clean-up of 

the park would be beneficial. Mrs. Neunder noted A&N has a small crew in the winter; she was not sure if they 
would be available in time to clean the park up for the Easter Egg Hunt. At this time, the greenspace committee will 
try to clean it up without hiring for a one time clean. Mr. Lope also mentioned some residents recently asked if the 
tennis courts would be patched this year. Mrs. Berardi feels this should be a tabled project as the replacement for 
the tennis court starts around $80,000.00. Mr. Stiller suggested this project can be financed through funds from the 
reserve funds, but this would be a project for 2027, not 2026. This would continue to keep the tennis courts private, 
whereas if the Borough used grant money, or RAD money, they would no longer be private. Council discussed and 
agreed, the tennis courts will not be patched or replaced in 2026.  

i. Memorial Tree: The Greenspace committee feels at this time, they would prefer to add a memorial tree at 
a later date with the Beautification plan going into action soon. They also suggested the idea for trees, 
flowers, benches etc to be options for the newly designed park in the future for anyone interested in the 
community. 

ii. Cambridge tree removal quotes: Mr. Lope noted there were some trees on Cambridge that a resident 
brought to Council's attention that should be removed due to safety. A motion was made by Mrs. Berardi 
to approve a quote up to $3,500.00 to remove dead trees on Cambridge Road. Mr. Lope seconds. Motion 
passed.  

b. Beautification Plan update: Council weighed options on the next steps they would like to take with the 
Beautification plan. LSSE presented ideas on phasing and maintenance priorities. They discussed the pros and cons 
of applying for a DCNR grant, which closes at the end of April. Mr. Stiller reminded Council that the Beautification 
plan was created as a master plan for the park, to update the park in phases, much like the other large projects the 
Borough has recently completed. Despite rumors that grant money may be drying up, Mr. Stiller expressed 
hesitancy in rushing to apply for grants before properly socializing the plan. LSSE suggested initially addressing the 
ADA compliant parking and main playground sections. After extensive discussion, it was decided that LSSE will work 
on the documentation needed to apply for the DCNR grant. This will again be discussed, and then voted on, at 
April’s meeting. 

 

9. Building, Zoning and Code Enforcement: 
a. Zoning Ordinance update: Mr. Stiller informed Council that the solicitor advised the Borough to resubmit the 

drafted zoning ordinance to the county to review again due to the nature of the edits made. The solicitor sent this 
to the county to review on behalf of the Borough, their 45-day review window has already begun. 

i. Ratify resubmission of drafted zoning ordinance: A motion was made by Mr. Morris to ratify the 
resubmission of the drafted ordinance to the county. Mrs. Neunder seconds the motion. Motion passed. 

ii. Authorize needed notices concerning adopting drafted zoning ordinance: A motion was made to authorize 
needed notices concerning adopting drafted zoning ordinance by Mr. Lope. Mrs. Berardi seconds the 
motion. Mrs. Neunder opposes. Motion still passes.  

b. March Working Session Agenda: No meeting for the month of March. 
c. Code Enforcement Issues: 

i. 6 Stratford: Harshman sent the home owner a letter in January, as well as February; the February letter 
was shown to be delivered. The home owner still did not provide the required documentation to the 
Borough. Harshman will now send a citation notification to the homeowner.  

ii. Banbury DLC issue: will revisit in April.  
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d. Zoning Applications, Building Permits: For the month of February there were none. 
e. Joint Comprehensive Plan Update: Mr. Morris noted other municipalities have steering committees, he would like 

Ben Avon Heights to have one as well. They meet once a month, if anyone in the community is interested.  
i. Michael Baker: A motion was made to continue to use Michael Baker by Mr. Morris. Mrs. Neunder seconds 

the motion. Motion passed.  
 

10. Administration: 
a. Council Committee Assignments: Mr. Stiller updated Council that Mr. Hebert has been unable to attend the last 

two meetings, but will be present at the April meeting, where he will be sworn in. He also proposed that Mr. Hebert 
be added to the Streets & Utilities and the Health & Sanitation committees. He would also like to add himself to the 
Emergency Management committee. These changes will be reflected soon on the website. 

b. Parking Permit Requests: For the month of February there were no requests. 
c. QVCOG Updates: Mr. Stiller noted that there were no updates from QVCOG, and confirmed that both QVCOG 

committees still have Ben Avon Heights on their distribution lists.  
 

 
11. Meeting ended: 8:45pm 
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