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POSSIBILITIES

Ben Avon Heights Park Beautification Project
Community Meeting #1
Avalon Fire Hall
631 New Brighton Rd
Pittsburgh, PA 15202
April 22,2025
7:00 - 8:30pm



Welcome to the Ben Avon Heights Community Open House. We are LSSE Civil Engineers and Surveyors,
the municipal engineers for the Borough, and we will be sharing the results of the Community Survey
and outlining the Park Beautification process moving forward. We will open with a discussion of the
origins of the Park Beautification Project, and describe our involvement in the process. We will then
present some of the tabulated results of the survey, and explore more in-depth a few areas of park
improvement possibilities that emerged from the survey responses. We will also share conceptual
images of what some of the improvement possibilities might look like, and ask the community attendees
to express their preferences among the options.

AGENDA
A. Introduction and Opening Remarks: BAH Greens Committee
B. Introduction to the current Park Beautification Project: LSSE

a. Whois LSSE and why/how are they involved in this process

b. Brief History of Park Improvements and motivation for current Beautification Project

c. What is the process for the current project, where are we in the timeline, and what
comes next

d. Introduction to the Survey: why we did it and what does it all mean?

C. Summary of Survey Results: LSSE
a. Presentation of Graphs showing survey responses
b. Presentation of Exploration List based on survey response numbers
c. Public Comment

D. Image Board Presentation of Conceptual Alternatives: LSSE
a. Exploration A: Playground (replacement of worn structures, expand age range, unify
spaces, safety, etc.)
i. Q&A/Public Comment
b. Exploration B: Shade/Seating (target areas, types/styles of seating, types/styles of shade
structures, potential cost differences)
i. Q&A/Public Comment
c. Exploration C: Refurbish Court spaces (ADA access, multi-use potential, integration with
seating/screening options, etc.)
i. Q&A/Public Comment

E. Interactive Feedback Session
a. Introduction and explanation of “sticky dot” exercise
b. LSSE and Ben Avon Heights Greens Committee members available during the session for
more Q&A (informal)
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Survey Background/Purpose:

The Borough of Ben Avon Heights conducted a community survey to gather input on planned upgrades to
Ben Avon Heights Park. Residents shared their priorities, ideas, and feedback to help shape future
improvements, including recreational amenities, accessibility, and overall park experience. The responses
provided valuable insights that will guide the enhancement of the park to better serve the community.
The survey was open February 20 through March 5, 2025. A total of 104 surveys were submitted.

2. What activities do you typically engage in when visiting the BAH Park? (select all that apply) Column Bar

Walking/Running

Basketball

Tennis

Baseball/Softball

Pickleball

Biking or roller sports

Having a picnic

Playground or play areas
Attending events or activities
Sitting and enjoying nature
Socializing with friends or family

Reading or working outdoors

Other (please specify)

o
N
o
o
o
o
o

80

NOTES:



When | visit the park, | am typically... (select all that apply)
oo |
——
—

With a group other than my household

If you have children under 18, what are their ages?

oses

0 5 10 15 20 25
Answers Count Percentage
Under 5 16 15.53%
5-12 27 26.21%

13-18 26 25.24%



The Ben Avon Heights Park is a valuable asset and a big part of what
makes our neighborhood special:

® Strongly Agree

® Agree

©® Neutral

RESPONSE COUNT:

Walkability/Location: (5)

Community/Social Connection: (9)

Family /Kid-Friendly: (7)

Maintenance: (1)

Sports/Fitness: (2)

Placemaking: (4)




How satisfied are you with the current state of the park?

RESPONSE COUNT:

® 1: Very satisfied
® 2: Satisfied
® 3: Neutral

4: Dissatisfied

® 5: Very dissatisfied

Playgrounds/ equipment: (7)

Open space: (4)

Shade: (6)

Maintenance: (10)

Seating: (5)

Courts: (5)

Dogs: (3)

Landscaping: (4)

Parking: (2)

Other: (11)




40

10

How important is improving the park in the context of wider community

needs?

Answers

1. Extremely Important
2. Very Important

3. Important

4. Not Very Important

5. Unimportant

Count
11
19
45

17

Percentage
10.68%
18.45%
43.69%
16.5%

6.8%

Another way to look at it: 72.82% of respondents felt improving the park was

important to extremely important.



9. What would encourage you to use the park more frequently? Word doud &

children/pets/neighbors. children. beautiful Bit)  jnes? Installation Community hoop.

Parking fea”y

things

tabletops FOOD work :
Improved Avon add courts playg rlound h field yoga p|anned
woms St safety Updated P13Y S ade activities o

reach T edge.

. Seats places penmeter hen _ SUCHNG older sammer gazebo
g o time . v pickle A€ QA I(walkmg oac

kids seatin s water
glckleball par ath options 7"

gardens.

. great oo
Additional Organized oark. ° benches
screening sockal
time. 11€€S dog Heights ball covered shade. equipment. : ~ Potentially
mind Ik. i o equipment
oG D o accessible PO e e . ot
RESPONSE COUNT:
Walking paths: (10)
Playground: (8)

Pickleball courts: (6)
Basketball court: (3)
Field improvements (2)

Shade: (14)

Dog area: (2)
Seating: (13)
Landscaping: (6)
Programming: (10)
Nothing/NA: (12)
Safety: (2)

Other: (22)




10. Please specify where you'd like to see improvements made? Word doud  $F

9

Shade. improvements native k‘»d I I area. location benches. p';;"c;mc
lavaround. upkeep l )a S et t ) aved Tennis/pickleball  tennis/pickie
playg 2
blacktop Ssets

ountain CourtS . water en
i tennis é;")ai’j, rto-
landscaped put

som couns. side
_ trees is.
“updat Ia rO U n — surface —
Up(a . have BAH cancer  ruin structures ©OPen N
Iandsca in seating (ine spaces ha
andscaping” .. eqquipment area
structure “* ence th pa rk parklng court. exlstlng maintained UP9™9?
: maintain P23 Iking Field sheiter fix laye —e
rubber green  Walking eld shelter ayout . —
Updating resurfacmg S here.  needed, funds. . entry Ppickleball P ~
understsed hedges  areas ‘ . park. L mice watering. important ma,l:”;.
RESPONSE COUNT:
Parking: (3)

Basketball court: (8)
Tennis/Pickleball courts: (15)

Playground: (24)
Shade: (8)

Walking paths: (4)
Seating: (9)
Landscaping: (14)
Access/inclusiveness: (1)
Field/ open space: (4)
Maintenance: (9)
Nothing: (7)

Other: (15)




11. What additional features might you be interested to see in the park?

amazing. trails gl’assy require bench benChes nice works IOVE type feel(kind upper
sngle Perimeter . features space dO area. avilion
s % court kid small Vo
nice. KIAS '°' ' P

character costs kl I I great
< ns Playground vshade P'ggaa m
table Add court. k had foge fun
e courts Par area: ﬂ?efia;‘jji:?d
similar te n n IS I ay draw maintain

- garden.
Community open adiest = water ; is. equment, Kids
gardens pickle park eqUIPment seatlng road. gazebo 3
Gazebo. P'aY- .parking Covered , 1. areéas e events . intenance. cracks
Permanent FLY . ) ') improvements adding hill ot
e ne hillside  People  fine  maintenance o " o summer held children
RESPONSE COUNT:
Parking: (3)

Restrooms: (4)
Basketball court: (4)
Tennis/Pickleball courts: (7)

Playground: (12)

Shade/Covered Structure: (25)
Walking paths: (11)
Seating: (9)
Landscaping: (7)

Dog area/amenities: (7)
Field/ open space: (6)
Maintenance: (4)
Gardens: (5)

Water feature: (3)
Nothing: (9)

Other: (17)




NOTES:



